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N E W S L E T T E R WE14th May 2021 

...Changing lives 

COMMITMENT COURAGE COMMUNITY 

Message from Head of Academy  

Sadly this week we have experienced two bubbles closures due to three positive cases in pupils from our school.  We 

send our best wishes to the children and families involved, as I am sure it was a scary experience.  I understand that all 

of the pupils are doing well and we look forward to their return.  

 

Whilst, it does not appear that the illness was transmitted in school, we continue to implement our high standards 

around cleaning and maintaining the strict bubble systems that we have implemented very successfully for 14 months.  

We have a cleaning system throughout the day and bubbles do not mix.   

 

I would like to take the time to thank all of the staff in school who go above and beyond the call of duty for the 

children and families of Highfields, for example collecting children and making deliveries in their own time. This includes 

everyone from the kitchen staff, the caretaker, the cleaners, to the midday staff, the TAs, teachers and leaders.  Whilst 

it may look easy—this week has been challenging and it has been successful due to the amazing work ethic and 

attitude of the Highfields staff—we cannot thank you all enough.   

 

If anything, this week has demonstrated that Covid is very much still with us.  Everyone must continue to follow 

guidance.  We will require PCR testing for any child with symptoms and I make no apologies for this, as it is this level of 

vigilance that will ensure we can keep the school open and give the children the education and experience that they 

deserve.  
 

Isolation 

I must remind people that if children have been sent home to isolate—they should not be going out or mixing with 

other households, either in your home or anyone else’s.   We must stop the spread, by considering the potential impact 

of our choices.  If people in the household display symptoms seek advice from 119, but everyone would then need to 

isolate.  Currently only the pupils need to isolate unless they have a positive test. 

 
Conduct 

I would ask people calling the school or speaking to staff to continue to be respectful and patient.  Everyone is working 

flat out to support children in school as well as those who are working remotely, whilst also ensuring that everyone has 

food—for those in the village or further afield .  I would ask people to bare this in mind when making requests or 

speaking to staff—as we must prioritise safeguarding, education, safety and lunch delivery.  

 

I would like to thank parents who have shared or sent us supportive messages during this time.  Staff appreciate this 

more than you know.  

Attendance 
TARGET 96% 

% WEEK % YEAR 

EYFS—Gruffalos  
 

96 95 

Y1/2 The Pirates 

Next Door 
98 97 

Year 3/4 Butterfly 

Lions 
93 96 

Year 4/5  

Stormbreakers 
94 97 

Year 6 

The Explorers 
95 95 

Whole school 
 

96 96 

Stars of the week Name 

Nursery 
A big well done to all of our 

home learners. Reception 

Year 1 Indea 

Year 2 Evie 

Year 3 
A big well done to all of our 

home learners. Year 4 

Year 4 Libby 

Year 5 Kristers 

Year 6 Ella Mae 

Note: These figures do not include COVID isolations. 
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BE SAFE BE RESPONSIBLE BE RESPECTFUL 

Illness—119 advice 

Please note that if your child is ill and are unsure 

whether they have COVID symptoms, please 

consult the information to the right. 
 

If you are still unsure, please call 119 who can 

advise you on the symptoms and advise a course 

of action. 
 

General illness should be treated as normal but if 

you are unsure please call 119 for further 

clarification from medical experts. 
 

You must still call school for general illness to report 

absence. 
 

If we feel that a pupils is displaying symptoms, we 

will require them to have a PCR test to attend 

school. 

 

Diary Dates 

FSM vouchers will be issued During the week of 24th May  

Year 3/4 return from their isolation  Friday 28th May 

Break up for May half term holiday Friday 28th May 

School opens for Summer 2 half term Monday 7th June 

Sports day Thursday 1st July  

Transition morning  Monday 5th July 

School picnic—children only  Friday 9th July 

End of year and Y6 leaving assembly  Friday 16th July 

School closes for Summer holidays Friday 16th July 

Oracy homework 

Each week, we set a short oracy homework task which involves having a conversation for 5-10 minutes 

with your child.  This week the task is: 

What is your dream career? 

Remote Learning  

If children are isolating, they are expected to 

complete remote learning. 

Teachers will get in touch with information about 

lessons. 

Y3/4 will have daily Zoom lessons.  Reception 

class will have daily phonics lessons. 

We will call all families who are not attending to 

ensure you have all resources to be able to join. 

 

Thank you to our catering team 

I would like to say a big thanks to our catering 

company, Mellors, for managing to get food 

supplies for our isolating free school meals pupils in 

such a short time.  We informed them of the 

additional closure at around 9am and they 

managed to turn the order around in 2.5 hours.  

This is amazing and we cannot thank them enough 

for supporting our families and children in these 

difficult times.  For clarity, the lunches they provide 

have to be nutritionally balanced and they are 

designed for a lunch for one child.   

COVID Symptoms 
Please remember that if a child has one of the 

following symptoms, they should not attend 

school.  You should then request a test at the test 

centre and attend the test, informing school of 

the results.  We cannot use lateral flow test results 
that you have done at home. 

 
SYMPTOMS: 

•a high temperature 

•a new, continuous cough 

•a loss or change to sense of smell or taste. 

To book a test you call 119 or visit: 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test

